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Mossley Town Council

‘Virtual Agenda’


	
	To: Members of Mossley Town Council.


	
	YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the Mossley Town Council to be held on Wednesday 7 April 2021 at 7.30pm at which the following business will be transacted.

Note: The live meeting can be accessed via the following link:

Mossley Town Council

Time: Apr 7, 2021 07:30pm

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81434107081?pwd=cCs3em5aQVZWclQ5bjMrMjZId0pXQT09

Meeting ID: 814 3410 7081
Passcode: 577677


	Summons


	1
	Declarations of Interest

Members and Officers are invited to declare any interests they may have in any of the items included on the agenda for this meeting.


	2
	Public Engagement

Members of the public are invited to address the meeting. 

Any member of the public wishing to do so should notify the Clerk by 5pm on Tuesday 6 April 2021

(Note: The Council has allocated a period of up to 30 minutes for public engagement items.)


Police update

The local police have been invited to join the meeting and will deliver an update if working practices permit.


	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 24 February 2021 (Enclosed)



	4
	Matters Arising

To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on Wednesday 24 February 2021 which are not included elsewhere on the Summons.


	5
	Financial Update – to 31 March 2021

Financial Update and Accounts Paid (Enclosed)




	6
	Draft Budget 2021/22

Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)




	7
	Annual Review of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2021 – Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)




	8
	Review of Town Council Procedural Documents
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)



	9
	Neighbourhood Plan

Chair to report


	10
	Cultural Events and Festivals

Councillor Pat Mullin to report


	11
	Egmont St Pavilion

Councillor Stephen Homer to report.

Tameside MBC Councillor Oliver Ryan (Executive Member for Finance and Economic Growth) will address the Town Council on the initiative.



	12
	Provision of Dog Waste Bins
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)




	13
	‘Jacob’s Ladder’

Councillor Stephen Homer to report


	14
	Commemorative Planters

Councillor Dean Aylett to report on progress.


	15
	Planning Issues

To consider the following planning issues relevant to the town:


	
	(i)
	Discharge of condition 4 – (contaminated land of outline planning approval 16/00852/OUT) for construction of one dwelling house - outline application for access at land at Foxwood Drive Mossley (21/00033/PLCOND)


	
	(ii)
	Erection of single storey front extension and application of render to front elevation at 8 Lower Hey Lane Mossley (21/00240/FUL)


	
	(iii)
	Discharge of conditions 7, 9 & 12 of approved application 18/00811/FUL
Condition 7 - Final site validation / completion report
Condition 9 - Part 2 confirmation certificate road works have been completed
Condition 12 - Highway Condition survey

at Marsden Close Dean Street Mossley (21/00025/PLCOND)


	
	(iv)
	Proposed single storey front/side infill extension to ground floor of existing two-storey side extension, alterations to front elevation including application of render at 24 Cemetery Road Mossley (21/00188/FUL)


	
	(v)
	Proposed residential development of 17 No. dwellings. Access and layout to be considered. Appearance, landscaping and scale reserved on land at Roaches, eastern side of Manchester Road Mossley (21/00196/OUT)


	
	(vi)
	Proposed single storey side and rear extension, conversion of garage and external alterations at 40 Vale View Mossley (21/00115/FUL)


	
	(vii)
	Minor material amendment to approved plans (condition no.2) of approved application 18/00626/FUL (erection of 2no residential dwellings including means of access and landscaping). Amendments to include :

Plot 1
- The insertion of door to side elevation.
- The installation of 2 Roof-lights into rear roof elevation.
- The replacement of Horizontal Roof-lights with Vertical Roof-lights to     side roof elevations.
- Parapet roof changed to conventional Fascia and Soffit roof.
- Porch side walls inserted.
- Patio Doors changed to Windows.
- Bi-fold door size increased.
Plot 2
- The replacement of Horizontal Roof-lights with Vertical Roof-lights to the front and side roof elevations 

Milton St Johns Church Of England Primary School Mill Lane Mossley (21/00324/FUL)


	
	(viii)
	Reserved matters application for 25 dwellings with associated works (layout, appearance, scale & landscaping to be considered) pursuant to outline planning permission ref. 16/00403/OUT on land at former Prospect House  Stockport Road Mossley (21/00320/REM)


	
	(ix)
	Single storey rear extension. The length of the extension from the rear of the original house 4.00m. Maximum height of the extension 3.80m. Maximum height of eaves 2.80m at 3 Shadow Mews Shadows Lane Mossley (21/00392/HHPD)


	
	(x)
	Discharge of condition 19 (contaminated land assessment) of planning permission 13/00856/OUT at Carr Hill Mill Site Manchester Road Mossley (21/00039/PLCOND)


	
	(xi)
	Construction of 2 number 4 bedroom town houses 2 number 2 bedroom town houses and 12 apartment (resubmission of application 20/00463/FUL Land on Stamford Road Mossley (21/00344/FUL) 


	
	(Note: Plans and further information may be viewed on the Tameside MBC website via the following link:

https://publicaccess.tameside.gov.uk/online-applications/


	16
	Chair’s Report

Councillor Frank Travis to report


	17
	Dates of Meetings in 2021 - 2022
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)



	18
	Updates and reports from other agencies


	19
	Correspondence

Clerk to report


	20
	Grant Applications

To consider any applications for grant aid.


	
	
Mike Iveson
Clerk to the Council
12 Netherlees
Lees
Oldham
OL4 5BA

Tel: 07809 690890
	







30 March 2021
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		Mossley Town Council

		Financial Update - 31 March 2021

				 Budget 2020/2021				Actual Income and exp as at 31 March 2021



		Income



		Precept		£32,000.00				£32,000.00

		VAT Refund		£1,000.00				£1,127.12

		Interest Received		£10.00				£0.00

		Donations / Other		£0.00				£100.00



				£33,010.00				£33,227.12



		Balance b/f at bank at 31/3/21 - £55475.06     (Statement 266)



		Expenditure



		Running Costs

		Salaries		£5,100.00				£5,092.00

		PAYE/NI		£1,270.00				£1,270.00

		Printing/Stationery/Postage/tel. and photocopying		£150.00				£94.56

		Earmarked' Projects		£6,400.00				£0.00

		Insurance		£800.00				£752.92

		Audit Fees		£500.00				£475.00

		Meeting Room Hire (GLH)		£950.00				£143.90

		Remembrance Sunday		£260.00				£250.44

		VAT Input Tax		£1,450.00				£364.18

		Web Site & Publicity/Newsletter		£1,700.00				£1,299.84

		CCTV System / ICO		£35.00				£35.00

		Sundries		£200.00				£267.97

		Bank Charges		£10.00				£0.00

		Election Costs		£0.00				£0.00

		Office equipment		£50.00				£0.00

		Contingency		£100.00				£0.00



		sub total		£18,975.00				£10,045.81

		see over for policy options





		Policy Options

		Section 137

		Expenditure  (General)		£2,000.00		£2,000.00		£0.00

		    S137 Grants - Small		£1,400.00		£1,400.00		£944.00

		    S 137 Grants - Large		£2,000.00		£2,000.00		£1,000.00

		Christmas Lights expense/Light Festival		£10,000.00		£5,229.00		£5,012.50

		New Initiatives

		Heritage- VE Anniversary planters and event		£2,200.00		£2,200.00		£993.11

		Environmental - Bulb planting		£250.00		£281.30		£281.30

		Environmental - Wild flower planting		£75.00		£75.00		£0.00

		Environmental - Tree planting		£250.00		£1,000.00		£0.00

		Environmental - Town centre clean up		£200.00		£200.00		£0.00

		Plastic Free Mossley		£500.00		£500.00		£0.00

		Anti drugs measures x 2 barriers		£2,500.00		£2,500.00		£0.00

		MossComm - Community Action and event fund		£2,000.00		£2,000.00		£0.00

		Cultural Development Grant		£2,000.00		£2,000.00		£0.00

		Cultural Development Project		£2,000.00		£2,000.00		£0.00

		Mossley volunteers event - promoting volunteering		£500.00		£500.00		£0.00

		COVID -19 Community Support Fund		£1,000.00		£1,000.00		£500.00

		Project development fund		£4,370.00		£4,370.00		£0.00



		sub total		£33,245.00		£29,255.30		£8,730.91



		Total Expenditure		£52,220.00		£29,255.30		£18,776.72



		* - GLH Cabinets (£1400); Mossley Skatepark Project (£5000);  Childflight (£150) (Minute 1970)

		** £1000 transferred to Web site budget (S.O 10 decision )

		*** £750 to be vired from other budgets (minute 1975)
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		Mossley Town Council



		Meeting -  7 April 2021



		Invoices paid 1 February  to 31 March 2021



		Tameside MBC*												£500.00

		HMRC (Jan. 2021)												£106.20

		Zoom Video Conferencing (Feb-Mar)												£14.39

		M Iveson (Salary and expenses February  2021)												£436.39

		Friends of Mossley Park												£344.00

		HMRC (Feb. 2021)												£106.00

		Zoom Video Conferencing (Mar-Apr)												£14.39

		M Iveson (Salary and expenses March  2021)												£428.89

		Layershift												£10.80

		TMBC (Xmas lights)**												£1,229.00



														£3,190.06

		* - authorised 24 Feb 2021 (minute 2089)

		** authorised 24 Feb 2021 (minute 2089)











												Total
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 7 April 2021





		Budget 2021 / 2022





		Report of the Clerk







		1

		Purpose of report





		

		To finalise and approve the Budget for 2021 /22.





		2

		Report



Background



At the last meeting, further consideration was given to the draft 2021/22 Budget. Further amendments were made.



These included:





		

		Anti Drugs measures x 2 barriers

		Delete in 2021/22 and thereafter



		

		

		



		

		Heritage VE Anniversary Planters and Event

Environmental – Bulb Planting

Environmental – Wildflower Planting

Environmental – Tree Planting

Environmental – Town Centre Clean-up

Plastic free Mossley



		





Combine under the generic heading – ‘Environmental’



		

		Mossley Volunteers Event

Project Development Fund

		Combine under the generic heading – ‘Community Action’





		

		Neighbourhood Plan

		Insert Budget heading and contingency amount of £5000 in 2021/22 





		

		Unallocated Reserve

		Insert Budget heading with amount to be inserted at the end of the 2021/22 financial year.





		

		At a later stage during that meeting, a provisional sum of £10,000 was set aside in the Town Council’s budget for 2021/22 to assist with any future scheme at Egmont St.





		

		The above decisions have now been incorporated in a revised column in the budget, a copy of which is appended to this report together with an additional line entitled “unallocated reserve”. 

Subject to final approval by the Town Council, the Clerk will prepare a final copy of the Budget for issue to and retention by members.



As part of the above, it is proposed also to combine the budget headings ‘sundries’ and ‘contingency’ into a single heading ‘sundries’ 



The Town Council has a reserve budget of £10000 in a separate account which it was agreed last year would be treated as the formal reserve contingency.



Future Years



The Town Council needs to be aware that the balance at the bank is required to meet costs in the future years’ Budgets where spending exceed income. Most notable of these is the cost of the Parish (Town) Council elections in 2022/23.



A summary of the approximate position is set out below:





		

		Balance at bank 31 March 2021

		55475

		



		

		Predicted income 2021/22

		+    33010

		



		

		Predicted Budget expenditure in 2021/22

		· 60575 

		



		

		

		27910

		



		

		

		

		



		

		Predicted balance at bank 31 March 2022

		27910

		



		

		Predicted income 2022/23

		+    33010

		



		

		Predicted Budget expenditure in 2022/23

		· 41025

		



		

		

		19895

		



		

		

		

		



		

		Predicted balance at bank 31 March 2023

		19895

		



		

		Predicted income 2023/24

		+    33010

		



		

		Predicted Budget expenditure in 2023/24

		· 31830

		



		

		

		21075

		



		

		

		

		



		

		Predicted balance at bank 31 March 2024

		21075

		





		

		Members may wish to note that no financial provision has been made for expenditure on the neighbourhood planning process beyond 2021/22. 





		3

		Recommendation



		

		



		

		The Council is invited to approve the Budget for 2021 /22 and provisional budget for future years.



		

		



		

		Mike Iveson



Clerk to the Council
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Draft Budget 202021

		Mossley Town Council

		Budget 2021/2022 (Third draft March 2021)

				Budget 2020/2021		Actual  income / expenditure as at 31 Mar. 2021		Amendments made at 24 Feb 2021 mtg		Draft Budget 2021/22		Draft Budget 2022/23		Draft Budget 2023/24



		Expenditure

		Running Costs

		Salaries		£5,100.00		£5,092.00				£5,200.00		£5,300.00		£5,400.00

		PAYE/NI		£1,270.00		£1,270.00				£1,300.00		£1,350.00		£1,380.00

		Printing/Stationery/Postage/tel. and photocopying		£150.00		£94.56				£150.00		£150.00		£150.00

		Earmarked' Projects *		£6,400.00		£0.00				£6,550.00		£0.00		£0.00

		Insurance		£800.00		£752.92				£800.00		£800.00		£800.00

		Audit Fees		£500.00		£475.00				£525.00		£525.00		£525.00

		Meeting Room Hire (GLH)		£950.00		£143.90				£950.00		£950.00		£950.00

		S137 Remembrance Sunday		£260.00		£250.44				£300.00		£300.00		£300.00

		VAT Input Tax		£1,450.00		£364.18				£1,000.00		£1,000.00		£1,000.00

		Web Site & Publicity/Newsletter**		£1,700.00		£1,299.84				£400.00		£400.00		£400.00

		CCTV System / ICO		£35.00		£35.00				£35.00		£35.00		£35.00

		Sundries		£200.00		£267.97				£200.00		£200.00		£200.00

		Bank Charges		£10.00		£0.00				£10.00		£10.00		£10.00

		Election Costs		£0.00		£0.00				£0.00		£0.00		£8,000.00

		Office equipment (inc. M/soft office)		£50.00		£0.00				£80.00		£80.00		£80.00

		Contingency		£100.00		£0.00				£100.00		£100.00		£100.00





		sub total		£18,975.00		£10,045.81				£17,600.00		£11,200.00		£19,330.00



		Policy Options

		Section 137

		Expenditure  (General)		£2,000.00		£0.00				£2,000.00		£1,850.00

		    S137 Grants - Small**		£1,400.00		£944.00				£2,400.00		£2,400.00

		    S 137 Grants - Large		£2,000.00		£1,000.00				£2,000.00		£2,000.00

		Christmas Lights expense/Light Festival		£10,000.00		£5,012.50				£10,000.00		£10,000.00

		New Initiatives

		Heritage- VE Anniversary planters and event		£2,200.00		£993.11		)Environmental		£1,575.00		£2,075.00		£1,000.00		***

		Environmental - Bulb planting		£250.00		£281.30		)

		Environmental - Wild flower planting		£75.00		£0.00		)

		Environmental - Tree planting***(min 1975)		£250.00		£0.00		)

		Environmental - Town Centre clean up		£200.00		£0.00		)

		Plastic Free Mossley		£500.00		£0.00		)

		Anti drugs measures x 2 barriers		£2,500.00		£0.00		Deleted

		MossComm - Community Action and event fund		£2,000.00		£0.00		)Community Action		£10,000.00		£11,500.00		£11,500.00

		Cultural Development Grant		£2,000.00		£0.00		)

		Cultural Development Project		£2,000.00		£0.00		)

		Mossley volunteers event - promoting volunteering		£500.00		£0.00		)

		COVID -19 Community Support Fund		£1,000.00		£500.00		)

		Project development fund		£4,370.00		£0.00

		Egmont St Proposal 						Egmont St		£10,000.00

		Neighbourhood Plan						Neighbourhood plan		£5,000.00







		sub total		£33,245.00		£8,730.91				£42,975.00		£29,825.00		£12,500.00







		Total Expenditure		£52,220.00		£18,776.72				£60,575.00		£41,025.00		£31,830.00



		Income



		Precept		£32,000.00		£32,000.00				£32,000.00		£32,000.00		£32,000.00

		VAT Refund		£1,000.00		£1,127.12				£1,000.00		£1,000.00		£1,000.00

		Interest Received		£10.00		£0.00				£10.00		£10.00		£10.00

		Donations / Other		£0.00		£100.00				£0.00		£0.00		£0.00



				£33,010.00		£33,227.12				£33,010.00		£33,010.00		£33,010.00





		Audit Commission advice is that 25 - 50% of turnover should be held in reserve



		* - GLH Cabinets (£1400); Mossley Skatepark Project (£5000);  Childflight (£150) (Minute 1970)

		** £1000 transferred to Web site budget (S.O 10 decision )

		*** £750 to be vired from other budgets (minute 1975)





Budget 3 Year Summary

		Mossley Town Council Budget Summary 2020/21, 2021/22 and 2022/23

		2020/21

		Balance at bank at 31/03/20						£51,024.66

		Add income 						£33,010.00

								£84,034.66

		Deduct reserve						£10,000.00

		Deduct 20/21 expenditure						£52,220.00

		Surplus to roll forward to 21/22						£21,814.66



		2021/22



		Balance at bank 31/03/21						£21,814.66

		Add income						£33,010.00

								£54,824.66

		Deduct 2021/22 expenditure						£38,800.00

		Surplus to roll forward to 22/23						£16,024.66



		2022/23



		Balance at bank 31/03/22						£16,024.66

		Add income						£33,010.00

								£49,034.66

		Deduct 2021/22 expenditure						£47,650.00

		Surplus to roll forward to 23/24						£1,384.66





Sheet3
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 7 April 2021





		Annual Review of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2021 – 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021





		Report of the Clerk







		1

		Purpose of report





		

		To inform the Town Council about arrangements and timetable for the Annual Review of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2021.





		2

		Report



Members will be aware that each year the Town Council’s accounts for the previous financial year are subject to an internal and external audit.



Arrangements have been made for the internal audit to take place on 12 April 2021. As a result of the continued Covid 19 Pandemic, the Audit will be conducted remotely.



Following the internal audit the Town Council is required to approve for submission to the external auditor (PKF Littlejohn LLP) an annual governance and accountability return.



The annual return comprises two sections.



Section 1 of the return comprises the Annual Governance Statement. The statement must be approved at a meeting of the Town Council as soon as possible after the year end and in any case before section 2, the accounting statements. The accounting statements must then be submitted to the external auditor.



Thereafter electors are provided with an opportunity to inspect the accounts and other documents for a period of 30 days. 





		3

		Action required



At this stage the Town Council is being invited to approve Section 1 of the Annual Return (the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22) a copy of which is attached for perusal by members. In effect this means responding in the affirmative to questions 1 to 8 on the statement after which it can be signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 



Question 9 is not relevant to Mossley Town Council.



In the opinion of the Clerk, all 8 questions can be answered positively.



		3

		Recommendation





		

		The Council is recommended to indicate that questions 1 to 8 on the Annual Governance Statement can be responded to in the affirmative and to authorise the Chair and Clerk to complete and sign the statement.





		

		Mike Iveson



Clerk to the Council












image8.emf
06A  Annual-Return-Part3-2020-21.pdf


06A Annual-Return-Part3-2020-21.pdf
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
 are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Part 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2020/21

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Part 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
» Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2021.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2021. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

+ the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2021

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
* notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Section1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2021 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21, approved and signed, page 4

» Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21, approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2021 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

¢ Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

¢ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.

It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3 Page 1 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™





Guidance notes on completing Part 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2020/21

* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

« Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. If the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be returned and additional costs will be incurred.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

« Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2021.

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

* The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

» Do not send the external auditor any information not specifically requested. However, you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide
relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

 |f the external auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or
variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

« Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2020) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2021).

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

* The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2021.

Completion checklist — ‘No’ answers mean you may not have met requirements

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations from last year to this year been published?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2021 been reconciled to Box 87?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective Not

| Yes No* | covered**

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2019/20, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2019/20 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. If the authority has an annual turnover not exceeding £25,000, it publishes information on a website/
webpage up to date at the time of the internal audit in accordance with the Transparency code for
smaller authorities.

M. The authority, during the previous year (2019-20) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published
on the website and/or authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2019/20 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

O. (For local councils only) Yes | No [Notapplicable

Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit Date

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

‘Yes’ means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference: Chairman
Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2020 2021

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must

£ £

1. Balances brought
forward

agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2020/21

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2020/21

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the year ended 31 March 2021.

*We do not certify completion because:

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3 Page 6 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™






image9.emf
07%20Review%20of %20documents%20and%20procedures%20etc.docx


07%20Review%20of%20documents%20and%20procedures%20etc.docx


		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 7 April 2021





		Review of Town Council Procedural Documents





		Report of the Clerk





		1

		Purpose of report





		

		This report invites the Town Council to review the following procedural documents:



· Statement on Internal Control

· Various documents required under the General Data Protection Regulations

· Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.



The documents should be reviewed from time to time and it has become the convention that the documents are reviewed on an annual basis prior to the Annual Council Meeting.





		2

		Report



Statement on Internal Control



Mossley Town Council (the Council) is a local authority funded by public money and as such is responsible for ensuring its business is conducted in accordance with the law and proper standards and that public money is safeguarded, properly accounted for, used economically, efficiently and effectively.



In meeting this responsibility assurances are required that there is a sound system of internal control and accountability.



Internal controls are designed to ensure that risks are managed to a reasonable and acceptable level forming part of an ongoing process designed to identify and prioritise the risks to the authority’s policies, aims and objectives and to evaluate and manage those risks accordingly.



The currently adopted statement can be accessed via the Town Council website or the following link:



Statement on Internal Control – Mossley Town Council (mossley-council.co.uk)



General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)



Members of the Town Council will be aware that the General Data Protection Regulations came into force on 25 May 2018. 



Under the terms of the legislation, any organisation that processes personal information has a legal obligation to treat that information fairly and transparently. The organisation must be able to account for what they do and how and why they do it.



GDPR also gives people rights. People have choices about how they their data is used, shared and stored. As a Parish (Town) Council, we hold little personal data but the Council needs to be aware of the legislation.



If any member feels inclined to look into the legislation and overall requirements in more detail, a vast amount of information can be obtained from the Information Commissioner’s Office ( ico.org.uk ).



The various Town Council GDPR documents (listed below):



· Information and Data Protection Policy

· Document Retention and Disposal Policy

· Inventory of Personal Data Collected

· Management of Transferrable Data Policy

· Consent to hold contact information

· Data Security Breach Reporting Form

· Email Contact Privacy Notice

· List of Documents for Retention or Disposal

· New Councillor Privacy Notice

· Social Media Policy



 are available on the Town Council website via the following link:



Data Protection – Mossley Town Council (mossley-council.co.uk)



Standing Orders and Financial Regulations



The Town Council adopted revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations at the meeting of the Town Council on 5 June 2019.



Upon adoption, it was agreed that the documents would be reviewed on an annual basis prior to their formal adoption at the Annual Meeting of the Town Council.



The revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are circulated to members with this report.



The Standing Orders and Financial Regulations have operated satisfactorily since adoption (and amendment in May 2020 to accommodate urgent decision making) and the Clerk advises members that no issues have occurred since their adoption in 2020. 



The revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations can be accessed via the Town Council website or the following link:



Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – Mossley Town Council (mossley-council.co.uk)





		3

		Action required



The Council is invited to review the documents prior to formal re-adoption at the Annual Council Meeting.





		

		Mike Iveson



Clerk to the Council
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Mossley Town Council



Statement of Internal Control



Scope of Responsibility



Mossley Town Council (the Council) is a local authority funded by public money and as such is responsible for ensuring its business is conducted in accordance with the law and proper standards and that public money is safeguarded, properly accounted for, used economically, efficiently and effectively.



In meeting this responsibility assurances are required that there is a sound system of internal control and accountability.



The Purpose of Internal Control.



Internal controls are designed to ensure that risks are managed to a reasonable and acceptable level forming part of an ongoing process designed to identify and prioritise the risks to the authority’s policies, aims and objectives and to evaluate and manage those risks accordingly.



The Internal Control Environment



The  Council:



· appoints a Chair to be responsible for the smooth and effective running of meetings and for ensuring that all Council decisions are lawful with the Clerk’s advice;

· reviews its obligations and objectives and approves budgets for the following year at its January meeting. This meeting also approves the level of precept for the following financial year;

· meets ordinarily 6 times each year and monitors progress against its aims and objectives; 

· In between Council meetings, the Clerk maintains regular contact with the Chair and other members where necessary in order to discuss any issues which may arise in order to secure endorsement of any permitted approach. 







The Council Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer:



· is appointed by the Council to act as the Council’s advisor and administrator;

· is the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer and is responsible for administering the Council’s finances;

· is responsible for the day to day compliance with laws and regulations that the Council is subject to and for managing risks;

· ensures that the Council’s procedures, control systems and policies are adhered to.



Payroll Controls:



· the Clerk has a contract of employment with clear terms and conditions;

· the salary of the Clerk agrees with that approved by the Council;

· PAYE is properly operated by the Council as an employer and monthly submissions are made to HMRC.



Payments:



· The latest financial position and movements on the Council’s cash balances are reported at each Council meeting and can be traced back to the expenditure approved at previous meetings via the minutes;

· The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer is authorised to pay all accounts, bills and payments for services required to be transacted up to a value of £500 subject to the inclusion of details of the payments made being included on the schedule of payments made and submitted to each Council Meeting;

· Where a payment exceeding £500 is required, approval to the payment of the amount is recorded in the minutes of the meeting together with any necessary resolutions;

· Payments may be made by cheque, or BACS or other order drawn on the Council's bankers;

· The Clerk makes the majority of payments on behalf of the Council by BACS transfer. A bank record of payment is attached to each invoice and maintained on file for inspection. Payments made by this method are recorded in the schedule of payments submitted to each meeting and recorded in the minutes;

· Cheques drawn on the Council’s bank account are signed by two members of Council, who are authorised cheque signatories of the Council;

· To indicate agreement of the details shown on the cheque or order for payment with the counterfoil and the invoice or similar documentation, the signatories shall each also initial the cheque counterfoil.

Income



· Income is banked in the Council’s name in a timely manner and reported to the Council.



Payments made under section 137, Local Government Act, 1972 (“The Free Resource”) 



· A separate s137 heading is maintained in the Cash Book;

· The Clerk ensures that the maximum amount of s137 expenditure able to be made each year is not exceeded; 

· Where decisions are made authorising expenditure under s137, this is recorded in the minute on each occasion.





Risk Assessments



· The Council’s Risk Assessment is reviewed on an annual basis;

· Risk Assessments are carried out in respect of individual events and actions. Systems and controls are regularly reviewed.



Internal Audit



· The Internal Audit is carried out by an independent Internal Auditor who reports to the Council on the adequacy of its records, procedures, systems, internal controls, regulations and risk management reviews;

· Any issues identified by the Internal Auditor are reported to the Council and subsequently acted upon.



External Audit



· The Council’s External Auditor submits an Annual Certificate of Audit which is reported to the Council.

· Any issues identified by the External Auditor are reported to the Council and subsequently acted upon.



Standing Orders and Financial Regulations



· the Council has adopted Standing Orders and Financial Regulations which are reviewed on an annual basis.



VAT



· VAT payments are identified, recorded and reclaimed on an annual basis

.

Petty Cash



· The Council does not operate a petty cash account



Asset Register



· the Council maintains a register of all material assets owned or in its care. The Clerk updates the register as and when necessary. Notwithstanding that, the register is approved on an annual basis.



Insurance



· The Council’s insurance provision is reviewed annually both in relation to its schedule of cover and also its value for money.



Code of Conduct



· Each member is required to sign an Acceptance of the Code and complete a Register of Interest form. 

· At each meeting, members are invited to declare interests in items included on the agenda for meetings and ensure that any interest is declared at the beginning of the meeting or before the matter is discussed. All declarations made in this manner are recorded in the minutes;

· an item ‘Declarations of Interest’ is included on every agenda to facilitate this;



Adopted:                     2020
Review date:              2021
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 7 April 2021





		Provision of Dog Waste Bins





		Report of the Clerk





		1

		Purpose of report





		

		To advise the Council on the outcome of discussions with external organisations about the provision of dog waste bins in the vicinity of 3 Counties Road.





		2

		Report



Members will recall that at the last meeting, the Clerk reported the receipt of email correspondence from a resident asking that ‘dog waste’ bins be provided in the vicinity of 3 Counties Road for use by dog walkers when exercising their dogs and using the nearby canal.



The Clerk had raised the issue with the Canals and Rivers Trust and with Tameside MBC and responses were awaited.



Whilst the resident did not specifically request the provision of bins on the canal towpath, it was considered relevant to contact the Canals and Rivers Trust for completeness.



Members agreed to receive an update on the position at this next meeting.





		3

		Responses



Canals and Rivers Trust



The response from the Canals and Rivers Trust is pasted below:



“Unfortunately, we no longer have the resources to both supply and empty such receptacles.  As such we are not in a position to place bins in all of the locations we would like. 



We accept that more could be done to address these issues, however, this is not a problem that can be tackled by Canal & River Trust alone. 

  

We are always keen to work with local agencies and develop joint initiatives where possible.

 

We also understand that, like Canal & River Trust, many authorities are facing strict financial constraints and are not always able to help.  

 

We are dedicated to moving forward and taking a fresh approach to find solutions to the issue.

 

The team and our volunteers do a great deal of work on the canal in terms of litter and waste clearance. 



We have a regular volunteer group in the area that meet us and help us remove as much litter and waste as possible along with other maintenance tasks such as vegetation management, painting and fencing for example. 



It’s amazing the amount of rubbish we collect every two weeks even in some areas we were out on the previous occasion. Unfortunately at this time these groups are limited or not able to take place due to the Covid -19 restrictions.

However, despite the hard work, we are aware that this is an ongoing task and a challenge to resolve completely.

  

We do really appreciate your vigilance and concern for the area and will be happy to look at the area in question that you mention. 

 

We can assure you that we are equally as passionate about tackling this kind of issue so that people can enjoy our canal corridor.

 

Would you like to meet with us on our next volunteer meet to talk about some of the issues? We can talk to you more about the work that’s being done, and you may even wish to be involved if you have some spare time?” 



Tameside MBC



Tameside MBC have responded as follows:



“Unfortunately the Council does not provide Dog Fouling Bins due to budget constraints.”



The Clerk has followed up this response by asking whether Tameside MBC has a written policy on the provision of dog waste bins and if so, for a copy to be made available.



The Clerk has also asked what the position would be if the Town Council agreed to meet the cost of providing bins and whether Tameside MBC would then consider emptying them.



Tameside MBC have advised that:



“The Council does not provide dog waste bins and has not done so for many years.  We have no contract for the emptying of dog waste bins so we would not be willing to empty them even if you got one installed.  If you think there is a need for a general street bin somewhere in the town please email Darren.williams@tameside.gov.uk  and he will assess the need for a bin and get back to you.”



Apparently, dog waste can now be put into general waste bins and street litter bins.





		3

		Action required



Members are asked to note the report and authorise any further action they consider appropriate.





		

		Mike Iveson



Clerk to the Council
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 7 April 2021





		Dates of Meetings in 2021 - 2022





		Report of the Clerk





		1

		Purpose of report





		

		To invite the Town Council to consider dates for meetings in the 2021 – 2022 Municipal Year.



To consider arrangements for the Annual Council Meeting on 12 May 2021 and the Annual Parish Meeting (date yet to be considered).





		2

		Report



Dates for meetings during the municipal year are conventionally set at the Annual Meeting of the Council in May.



The purpose of this report is to enable members to consider dates for meetings during the 2021/2022 municipal year.



The following is suggested:



Annual Meeting of the Town Council



A Local Council must meet annually and on at least 3 other occasions during the year.



In an election year, the Annual Meeting must take place on the day councillors take office or within 14 days thereafter. In a non-election year, the Annual Meeting may be held on any day in May.



Last year, the date for this year’s Annual Meeting was set at 12 May 2021. 



Further guidance has been awaited on the continued use of remote meetings.



That guidance has now been received in the form of a letter to Leaders of Principal Councils in England from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government advising that the power to hold remote meetings will not be extended beyond 7 May 2021. Face-to-face meetings will therefore resume after that date.



This presents an issue for the previously arranged annual meeting on 12 May 2021. The meeting on that date cannot take place remotely.



The Town Council’s conventional meeting venue, George Lawton Hall is in continued use as a vaccination centre until September 2021 and a replacement temporary venue will have to be found for Town Council meetings.



The Clerk has made enquiries about alternative venues and date availability. 



Mossley Methodist Church



Mossley Methodist Church can accommodate our meetings on the dates proposed although it may be necessary to commence meetings at 8.00pm in order to avoid overlap with exixting users at the hall. The cost is £30.00 per meeting.



Roughtown Community Centre



The Centre will accommodate the Town Council meetings on the evenings requested:



The area will accommodate up to 30 people, with social distancing, although this would be reduced a little by space taken up for the meeting table layout.



The Centre operates on a zoned basis, with each zone having its own entrance and toilet facilities, so that activities at the Centre have no need to share spaces.  The only exception to this is when the disability access is needed through the rear fire door.



The cost would be £17.50 per hour for the room.  The centre does not have an employed manager or caretaker so usually expect groups/organisations to set up and clear away for themselves.  However, this can be done by the centre staff at an extra cost of £15.00.



All groups and organisations using the Centre are asked to provide a risk assessment for their sessions.  The Centre has a risk assessment in place for the management of the building in line with Covid-19 guidelines, which the Town Council can use if required.





Alternatively, the Town Council may wish to consider bringing the date of the Annual Council Meeting forward, i.e. before 7 May 2021 thus enabling the meeting to take place remotely.



Wednesday 5 May 2021 would appear to be a reasonable option. This date maintains the conventional Wednesday meeting date although the 5 May is the eve of the local elections on 6 May 2021 which may prove difficult for some members.



Annual Parish Meeting



The Annual Parish Meeting (not to be confused with the Annual Meeting of the Council) is required to be held on a date between 1 March and 1 June.

The 2020 regulations recently published concerning remote meetings include Parish ‘Councils’ in England within the definition of “local authority”. Parish ‘Meetings’ were not included within the definition and, as such, there was nothing permitting them to meet remotely. In the view of the National Association of Local Councils, the current Government guidance dictated that Parish Meetings should not take place in person.



This suggested that Parish Meetings should not take place last year because there was no provision to meet remotely and physical meetings were inappropriate.



Now that guidance on meeting arrangements has now been issued (as reported above). The Town Council is invited to suggest a date and time for the Annual Parish Meeting.



‘Ordinary’ Town Council Meetings



It is suggested that ‘Ordinary’ (face-to-face) Town Council Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the following dates:



Wednesday  2 June 2021 

Wednesday 7 July 2021

Wednesday 1 September 2021

Wednesday 20 October 2021

Wednesday 8 December 2021

Wednesday 12 January 2022

Wednesday 23 February 2022

Wednesday 6 April 2022



All the above dates have been provisionally booked with The George Lawton Hall but the June and July meetings will have to take place at an alternative venue.



Annual Council Meeting – 2022



It is suggested that the Annual Meeting in 2022 takes place on Wednesday 11 May 2022 at 7.30pm. Hopefully, the position will be back to normal by then.





		3

		Action required



The Town Council is invited to comment on the above programme of meetings and determine future meeting dates.





		

		Mike Iveson



Clerk to the Council
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MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL



24 February 2021 at 7.30pm

 

		

		Present



Councillor Frank Travis (Chair) (In the Chair); Councillors Dean Aylett, James Hall, Stephen Homer, Helen Jamison, Ruth Kerfoot,

Idu Miah and Pat Mullin.



Twelve members of the public was present at the meeting.





		2083

		Apologies for Absence



An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Jack Homer.





		2084

		Declarations of Interest



Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests they had in any of the items on the agenda for the meeting.



No declarations were made.





		2085

		Public Engagement





		

		(i) Police Attendance



The Clerk reported that PC Martin Dench has been invited to join the meeting for a brief presentation, but a response had not been received.



The Chair informed members that efforts would continue to secure attendance by a police representative at a future meeting to provide an update on policing matters in the town.



(ii) Timetable Options to Improve Rail Performance in the North of England

Manchester Recovery Task Force Public Consultation Presentation by Andrew  Holstead on behalf of Friends of Mossley Station



Mr Andrew Holstead, Secretary to the Friends of Mossley Station, delivered a presentation to members on the public consultation currently being undertaken by the Manchester Recovery Task Force on proposed timetable options to improve rail performance in the North of England.



On behalf of the Friends of Mossley Station, Mr Holstead invited the Town Council adopt a resolution and make representations to Transport for Greater Manchester in support of Option C in the Public Consultation published by Department for Transport/ Network Rail / Transport for the North.

The Task Force had looked at simplifying service patterns and minimising conflicting movements at junctions.  They identified three different options to deliver more resilience and reliability to the timetable – Options A, B and C – which were being consulted upon, as well as a do-nothing option.

Option C was considered to provide the greatest benefit for Mossley for the following reasons:



· It provided a half-hourly service throughout the day at Mossley (not just in the peak);

· Only Option C provided a half-hourly service at Mossley throughout the day;

· two trains per hour from Stalybridge to Southport (via Victoria) meaning easier connections for people travelling beyond Manchester Victoria to Salford Crescent for Salford University;

· it achieved the greatest resilience and reliability to the system; and

· it provided more frequent services on other lines giving better connections and more journey opportunities for Mossley residents.

Of the three options (and the no change option), Option C delivered the greatest benefits in terms of improved connectivity and improved performance.

The consultation document was available via the GOV.UK website under the heading ‘Timetable options to improve rail performance in the North of England’.




		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That Mossley Town Council:

1. supports the aim of standardising and simplifying service patterns in order to significantly improve overall train performance;

2. supports the approach of measuring the service level and performance impacts across all passengers to allow fair trade-offs between options; and

3. favours option C on the grounds that this option:

· provides the enhanced level of service that residents and visitors in Mossley require, in order to access jobs, education, services and leisure facilities;

· provides opportunities for enhanced connections and journey opportunities;

· offers a sustainable transport solution to achieve sustainable economic growth and opportunities for Mossley and the wider region; and

· is justified by the (pre-Covid 19) levels of passenger usage at Mossley Station which already far exceeds the threshold by which Transport for Greater Manchester would consider a half-hour interval service is warranted.





		

		

		(2)

		That Mr Holstead be thanked for his informative presentation.



		

		

		(3)

		That the Clerk be requested to respond to the Manchester Recovery Task Force Public Consultation setting out the views of the Town Council.



		

		(iii) Outline planning application for the erection of 8 houses (landscaping reserved) on land at Woodend View  Woodend View Mossley (20/01255/OUT)

Members agreed to consider the above application at this point during the meeting.



The meeting was attended by local residents and the Town Council listened to their concerns about the development which included the following:

· The potential for flooding from natural streams in the locality will be exacerbated as a result of increased hard surface treatments associated with the development. The proposals do not include any measures to assess or address this potential problem;

· The proposed access to the site via narrow and heavily parked streets is inappropriate, disruptive and will be detrimental to highway safety;

· The proposal includes no details of how heavy plant and materials will access or deliver to the site;

· The proposed development will be detrimental to the residential amenity of adjacent and surrounding properties; and

· Whilst it is accepted that there is no ‘in principle’ objection to an appropriate form of development on the site, the developer must include within the application details of measures to address the concerns raised by local residents at outline planning stage.



After considering the concerns expressed by local residents, the Town Council decided to reiterate the concerns expressed on the previous applications.



		

		RESOLVED:

		That Tameside MBC be advised that the Town Council objects to the proposed development on the following grounds:

· The development will result in additional pressure on current open space in the area; amount to an overdevelopment of the site; and be out of character with the surrounding area;

· The proposed access to the site via New Earth Street and Roughtown Road is inappropriate on highway safety and residential amenity grounds; and

· The density of the proposed residential accommodation is excessive and is detrimental to the residential amenity of the proposed occupiers and surrounding residential areas.



The Town Council is concerned about the absence of sufficient detail within the application to address the concerns of local residents and considers that additional information should be obtained prior to the application being determined.



		

		(iv) ‘Mossley Beach’

Local residents residing in the vicinity of ‘Mossley Beach’ attended the meeting to voice their concerns about anti-social behaviour at the site which was a cause for concern to residents.



Local residents invited the Town Council to encourage concerted action by the Police, Tameside MBC, the Canals and Rivers Trust and Emmaus to secure an improvement for the benefit of local residents.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That in consultation with the Chair and Town Councillor Stephen Homer, the Clerk be requested to liaise with appropriate partner organisations aimed at securing an improvement in the situation at ‘Mossley Beach’.









		

		(v) Friends of Mossley Park – Grant application

Ms Mary Wilson representing the Friends of Mossley Park attended the meeting to respond to questions from members about the grant application for measures to encourage wildlife in Mossley Park.



Members considered the grant application at a later stage during the meeting (see minute 2102 below.)



(vi) Career Education in Schools – Ofsted Initiative

Ms Chris Lyness in her capacity as a governor at Mossley Hollins High School referred to the Ofsted initiative to encourage career education in secondary schools and invited members of the Town Council and members of the public to consider becoming involved with the school by either offering practical career development advice or conducting mock interviews with students.



Ms Lyness invited any interested parties to contact her via the Clerk.

 



		

		(vii) Mossley Town Team – Clean-Up Operations

Mr Symon Randall representing Mossley Town Team attended the meeting to discuss the continuing litter problem in the Town which appeared to have escalated during the current lockdown period.



Councillor Stephen Homer advised on action he had taken to encourage Tameside MBC to improve litter collection and clearance and invited residents to refer any specific concerns to him which could then be taken up with Tameside MBC.



Members expressed gratitude for the continued efforts by ‘Mossley Litter Bugs’ for their continued actions in keeping the Town much tidier and litter free than it would otherwise be.  



(viii) Correspondence – 3 Counties Road 

The Clerk reported the receipt of email correspondence from a resident asking that ‘dog waste’ bins be provided in the vicinity of 3 Counties Road for use by dog walkers when exercising their dogs and using the nearby canal.



The Clerk had raised the issue with the Canals and Rivers Trust and with Tameside MBC and responses were awaited.



Members agreed to receive an update on the position at the next meeting.





		2086

		Mossley Neighbourhood Plan

The Chair delivered a presentation to members on the stages leading to the development of a Mossley Neighbourhood Plan.



The presentation covered the following aspects:



· Designation of the area

· Preparation of the plan

· Independent examination

· Community referendum

· Plan adoption

The Chair pointed out that Tameside MBC as Local Planning Authority was obliged to offer advice and assistance to the Town Council and grant opportunities were available to the Town Council to meet the cost of the neighbourhood planning process.



Members were unanimously supportive of the preparation of a Mossley Neighbourhood Plan.





		

		RESOLVED:

(8 for, 0 against)

		(1)

		That in order to develop a shared vision for the Town of Mossley and to shape the development and growth of the locality through the preparation of a neighbourhood development plan, and pursuant to section 61G of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), the Town Council makes application to Tameside MBC for the designation of the administrative area of the Mossley Town Council (which is congruent with the Tameside MBC Mossley Ward) as the Mossley Neighbourhood Plan Area.



		

		

		(2)

		That an amount of £5,000 be included in the Budget for 2021/22 in order to meet any costs associated with the preparation of the plan.



		2087

		Minutes





		

		RESOLVED:



		That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 13 January 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 





		2088

		Matters Arising



There were no matters arising which did not appear elsewhere on the agenda.





		2089

		Financial Update – to 31 January 2021



The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) showing the financial position as at 31 January 2021 and including a list of invoices paid between 1 January and 31 January 2021 as follows:





		

		Zoom Video Conferencing

		14.39



		

		HMRC (December 2020)

		129.00



		[bookmark: _Hlk58963609]

		The Vale*

		800.00



		

		M Iveson (Salary and expenses January 2021)

		427.69



		

		ICO

		35.00



		

		*- authorised 12 January 2021 (Min 2066)

		



		

		

		Total £1406.08

      



		

		 Expenditure was under control. Indeed as a result of Covid, there was potential for significant under-spending in the current year’s budget.



Except for general running costs, the remaining item of significant outstanding expenditure remaining this year was the anticipated bill from Tameside MBC for the erection of the Christmas trees, the lights and maintenance. This was estimated at approximately £1500.



The Clerk advised members that on10 April 2019 (Min 1788(f)), the Council had agreed, subject to the initiative receiving the substantial funding from other sources, to the award of a ‘large’ grant (£5,000) to the Mossley Skatepark initiative.



Payment of the grant was to be made following the Town Council being made aware of the future funding arrangements.



The Clerk had now been notified that the skatepark initiative was now being progressed and the funding allocated by the Town Council would now be formally requested.



Members were invited to note the report and authorise payment of the Tameside MBC account and £5,000 to the skatepark project when received.



The balance at the bank as of today was £57,678.16. Remaining expenditure this year is not expected to exceed £9000 leaving approx. £48678 to carry forward to 2021/22.





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That the report be noted.





		

		

		(2)

		That the Clerk be authorised to settle the accounts received from Tameside MBC and the Mossley Skatepark Project at costs of £1500 (approximately)  and £5000, respectively.





		2090

		Draft Budget 2021/22



The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) to further assist the Council in formulating a Budget for 2021 /22 and beyond.



The report highlighted that the budget previously set for next year and 2022/23 exceeded the estimated level of income and a budget in that form was not sustainable long term. 



The Town Council must bear this in mind when considering future expenditure and in particular budget items with longer term commitment.



At the last meeting, the Clerk was authorised in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair, to review the draft budget for 2021/22 to 2023/24 for further consideration at this meeting.



Members had been advised previously about the potential savings during the current year resulting in a significant carry forward. 



The Clerk had held informal discussions with the Chair and the following amendments to the 2021/22 Budget were now proposed:





		

		Anti Drugs measures x 2 barriers

		Delete in 2021/22 and thereafter



		

		

		



		

		Heritage VE Anniversary Planters and Event

Environmental – Bulb Planting

Environmental – Wildflower Planting

Environmental – Tree Planting

Environmental – Town Centre Clean-up

Plastic free Mossley



		





Combine under the generic heading – ‘Environmental’



		

		Mossley Volunteers Event

Project Development Fund

		Combine under the generic heading – ‘Community Action’





		

		Neighbourhood Plan

		Insert Budget heading and contingency amount of £5000 in 2021/22 (see minute 2086 above)





		

		Unallocated Reserve

		Insert Budget heading with amount to be inserted at the end of the 2021/22 financial year.





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That the report be noted.





		

		

		(2)

		That the proposed amendments to the Budget as outlined by the Clerk be approved.





		

		

		(3)

		That figures for 2023/24 be identified for inclusion in the final budget to be endorsed at next meeting.





		2091

		Risk Assessment

The Clerk submitted the current Mossley Town Council Risk Assessment and invited members to review the document. 



The review was conventionally undertaken on an annual basis prior to the internal audit being conducted.



		

		RESOLVED:

		That the Mossley Town Council Risk Assessment be approved without amendment.





		2092

		Local Government Boundary Commission Review of Tameside MBC Electoral Wards

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) advising members about the Review of Tameside MBC Electoral Wards currently being undertaken by the Local Government Boundary Commission.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the report be noted.





		2093

		Planning Issues



The Council considered the following planning applications:





		

		(i)

		Residential development comprising of 31 No. 1 bedroom retirement living apartments with associated landscaping and external works including demolition of existing warehouse at Nield Street / Smith Street Mossley (20/01253/FUL)





		

		(ii)

		Outline planning application for the erection of 8 houses (landscaping reserved) on land at Woodend View Woodend View Mossley (20/01255/OUT)





		

		(iii)

		Construction of single-storey rear extension with related internal alterations at 44 Spring Mill Drive Mossley (21/00014/CPUD)





		

		(iv)

		Listed Building Consent application. Proposed single storey rear extension. Construction of single storey outbuilding to accommodate a home office and gym. Re-building and positioning of existing stable outbuilding and stone dwarf wall at Colliers Barn Broadcarr Lane (20/01240/LBC)





		

		(v)

		Proposed single storey rear extension. Construction of single storey outbuilding to accommodate a home office and gym. Re-building and positioning of existing stable outbuilding and stone dwarf wall at Colliers Barn Broadcarr Lane (20/01239/FUL)



		

		(vi)

		Proposed single storey side and rear extension, conversion of garage and external alteration at 40 Vale View Mossley (21/00115/FUL)





		

		(vii)

		Approval of the reserved matters (Appearance and Landscaping) pursuant to outline planning permission 17/00920/OUT at 1 Market Street Mossley (21/00114/REM)





		

		The outline planning application for the erection of 8 houses (landscaping reserved) on land at Woodend View Woodend View Mossley (20/01255/OUT) had been considered earlier during the meeting (see minute 2085(iii) above).





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That in respect of the application for residential development comprising of 31 No. 1 bedroom retirement living apartments with associated landscaping and external works including demolition of existing warehouse at Nield Street / Smith Street Mossley (20/01253/FUL), Tameside MBC be advised that whilst there are concerns about the number of units proposed, the Town Council acknowledges that the nature of the occupation of the proposed dwellings may result in fewer issues than would have been the case with ‘family type’ dwellings.



Notwithstanding the above, the Town Council considers that the proposed development is acceptable in principle but requests that in the event of planning permission being granted, the following ‘environmental improvement’ measures must be included as part of the development:

· The protection of existing public rights of way over the site; 

· The inclusion of facilities using sustainable forms of energy; including outdoor lighting; internal power by solar or wind power; the installation of electric vehicle charging points as part of the development and any other appropriate measures being pertinent to sustainable development and carbon reduction.

 

That the provision of parking spaces be reassessed. The occupancy demographic and proximity to the town centre suggests that a lower ratio of parking spaces than other development types is appropriate, but experience suggests that there is often pressure on these spaces and that convenient space now close by in the town is now very limited.





		

		

		(2)

		That the remaining applications be noted.





		2094

		Neighbourhood Plan

This item had been dealt with earlier during the meeting (see minute 2086 above.)





		2095

		‘Jacob’s Ladder’

Councillor Stephen Homer reported on discussions which had taken place with officers at Tameside MBC and on proposals to repair and replace existing seating and to provide improved lighting. This included the possibility of lighting using renewable (solar) power.
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		RESOLVED:

		That the report be noted.



		2096

		Mossley Town Team – Clean-Up Operations

This item had been dealt with earlier during the meeting (see minute 2085 (vii) above.)





		2097

		‘Make Mossley Greener’

Councillor Pat Mullin updated members on the ‘Make Mossley Greener’ initiative and the possibility of the initiative being extended to include a range of activities not only on the Micklehurst Estate but also across the wider Mossley area.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the report be noted.



		2098

		Egmont St Pavilion

Councillor Stephen Homer reported on the current position on this potential initiative. 



Regrettably, little progress had been made for a variety of reasons.



There was a potential opportunity for a significant community based initiative to bring about a facility for Mossley of which the community could be justifiably proud.



Councillor Homer suggested that in the event of the Town Council making a provisional financial commitment to the initiative, this may encourage credible groups to come forward with a competent scheme to bring the pavilion back into some form of community use. 





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That subject to a properly constituted community based organisation coming forward with an appropriate scheme to bring back the former Egmont St Pavilion into community use, the Town Council will assist the organisation with funding of up to £10,000.





		

		

		(2)

		That a provisional sum of £10000 be set aside in the Town Council’s budget for 2021/22 to assist with any future scheme.







		2099

		Commemorative Planter - Hem Place, Market Ground Car Park

Councillor Dean Aylett reported on progress made for the installation of a second planter at The Market Ground.



Discussions were being finalised with Tameside MBC on the location for the planter and it was anticipated that the planter would be installed in the agreed location imminently.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the report be noted.



		2100

		Chair’s Report

The Chair advised members that the items upon which he proposed to report had been raised under various items considered earlier during the meeting and no further report was necessary. 





		2101

		Updates and reports from other agencies.



No updates or reports were delivered at the meeting.





		2102

		Grant Application  



Friends of Mossley Park



Ms Mary Wilson representing the Friends of Mossley Park had attended the meeting earlier to respond to questions from members about the grant application for measures to encourage wildlife in Mossley Park.





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That a grant of £344 be awarded to Friends of Mossley Park for the measures outlined in the application to encourage wildlife in Mossley Park.





		

		

		(2)

		That the Friends of Mossley Park be encouraged to provide low cost interpretive signs about the initiative for the benefit of park users.





		2103

		Correspondence

This item had been dealt with earlier during the meeting (see minute 2085 above.)





		2104

		Date of Next Meeting



The Clerk reminded members that the next meeting of the Town Council would take place remotely on Wednesday 7 April 2021 at 7.30pm using Zoom video conferencing.











The meeting concluded at 10.12pm









Chair


