	[image: C:\Users\Celia\Documents\Mossley Town Council\Dianes files at 20 Feb 2014\Logo\LogoMossley.png]

	Mossley Town Council
Annual Parish Meeting

Please note that current social distancing requirements must, at all times, be adhered to when attending the meeting. 

All attendees must wear a face covering prior to and throughout attendance at the meeting.


	YOU ARE HEREBY INVITED to attend the PARISH MEETING of the Mossley Town Council to be held on Wednesday 19 May 2021 at Mossley Methodist Church Hall, Chapel Street at 8.00pm at which the following business will be transacted.


	AGENDA


	1
	Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 29 May 2019

To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 29 May 2019 (Enclosed)



	2
	Review of activities of Mossley Town Council 2019/2021

Parish Council Chair and Clerk to report


	3
	Public Questions

Members of the public present at the meeting are invited to ask questions about the work of the Parish Council or any issues pertaining to the Parish.


	3
	To consider proposals for activities for Mossley Town Council for 2021/2022.
	
Members of the Public are encouraged to put forward ideas for action during the next financial year.


	4
	Mossley Neighbourhood Plan - Initial Arrangements for Consultation

To invite interested parties to a first stage meeting to invite comment and suggestions on the Draft Consultation Strategy.



	
	Mike Iveson
Clerk to the Council

12 May 2021
	
	

Tel: 07809 690890
Email: the clerk @mossley-council.co.uk
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MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL



PARISH MEETING



 Held in the Community Room at the George Lawton Hall 

on Wednesday 29 May 2019 

at 7.30pm







		Present:

		Councillor Frank Travis (Chair) (In the Chair); Councillors Dean Aylett, Jack Homer, Idu Miah, Pat Mullin, Martin Stimson and Maggie Thomas 

.



		

		There were 7 parishioners present at the meeting.









		1.

		Apologies for Absence





		

		Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors  Stephen Homer and Ruth Kerfoot.









		2

		Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 30 May 2018





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 30 May 2018 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.







		3

		Review of Activities of Mossley Town Council in 2017/2018



The Clerk made a brief presentation on the areas of activity undertaken by or on behalf of the Town Council during the 2018/19 municipal year:





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the report from the Clerk be noted.







		3

		Proposals for activities for Mossley Town Council for 2019/2020.

	

The Parishioners present at the meeting raised the following issues:



Role of Mossley Town Council



A parishioner expressed concern that the profile of the Town Council needed to be more widely publicised possibly with greater use of social media being made.

In response, the Chair acknowledged that there was a need for the Town Council to collaborate with the various other organisations operating in Mossley and to communicate more successfully with the community it served. The increased use of social media would be further explored.



English Bluebells Planting Programme



Councillor Martin Stimson referred to his proposed initiative to plant native English Bluebells at appropriate locations throughout the town in order to combat the national ‘invasion’ of Spanish Bluebells. Arrangements had been made for this initiative to receive consideration at the next Town Council meeting on 5 June 2019. 



It was suggested that the initiative to plant English Bluebells, if approved, might be implemented in combination with the tree planting initiative which had already received in principle approval by the town Council.



Fracking in Mossley



Councillor Pat Mullin indicated that he would invite the Town Council at the next Town Council meeting to adopt a resolution declaring Mossley to be a ‘Fracking Free Zone’. 



A parishioner, in endorsing the proposed resolution suggested that in view of the growing national interest in environmental issues, particularly amongst younger members of society, that the Town Council when considering issues might place greater emphasis on a ‘Greener Mossley’.



Bio-Diversity in Mossley



Councillor Maggie Thomas pointed out that it was her intention to commence discussions on the preparation of a Biodiversity Action Plan with aims including the establishment of wildlife meadows, the abolition of the use of harmful pesticides and reducing the use of plastic in the town.



Councillor Idu Miah added the Town Council might consider being pro-active in sponsoring a special effort to clear the town of litter and encourage all residents to acknowledge their responsibilities to ensure the town remains litter free.



The Arts in Mossley



The Chair referred to the wealth of artistic opportunity available to residents in the town and in particular to the activities undertaken by Global Grooves. The Chief Executive of Global Grooves was scheduled to attend the next Town Council meeting in order to discuss collaborative opportunities.



The Chair referred also to the strong volunteering base in the town upon which the community should build in order to improve public safety at the growing number of community activities in the town.



Mental Health Issues



A parishioner, inspired by voluntary work he had undertaken with the Samaritans, made a brief presentation to the meeting on an initiative to establish a free to use on-line portal the aim of which was to bring together and provide help for targeted communities including those who may be otherwise hard to reach.



The initiative would be established on a professional basis and a number of grant sources were being explored. It was the parishioner’s hope that the Town Council might consider making a grant.



In response, the Chair suggested that the parishioner provide a note outlining his proposal in more detail for consideration by members of the Town Council in due course.



Whit Friday



A parishioner appealed on behalf of the Mossley Whit Friday Committee for volunteers to come forward to assist with the Whit Friday Event in Mossley and in particular to assist with the carrying of banners and to act as stewards during the band contest.



Mossley Neighbourhood Plan



Councillor Dean Aylett referred to previous discussions which had taken place regarding the preparation of a neighbourhood plan for Mossley.



The Chair outlined action taken to date to receive presentations from colleagues in other Parishes who had embarked on the neighbourhood planning process which had been deferred until after the Town Council elections. Action to re-kindle the discussions would now resume.



Tree Planting Initiative – ‘Awards for All’ Grant Application



A parishioner provided a brief update on the grant application made to the Big Lottery Fund ‘Awards for All’ in respect of the Town Council tree planting initiative.



Development at Scout Green, Mossley



The Chair informed members that the Town Council had been consulted by Tameside MBC on an application for the demolition of existing buildings and the erection of 58 dwellings with associated car parking and access arrangements at the former Scout Green Depot 27 Manchester Road Mossley.



The deadline for the receipt of comments on the proposed development would expire before the next Town Council meeting at which the application could be considered and the application was therefore submitted exceptionally to this meeting for consideration.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That whilst the Town Council does not oppose the development in principle, it considers that the overall number and type of housing units proposed are inappropriate and compromise the environmental considerations. Further, the Town Council requests a reduction in the number of housing units and an increase in open space / landscaping provision as part of the development.





		

		In concluding the meeting and expressing thanks to colleagues and parishioners for their contributions to the meeting, the Chair pointed out that with a limited precept of £31,000 it was not possible for the Town Council to implement all the proposals it would wish to. The Town Council therefore had to prioritise issues  and where possible, seek external funding and draw on the valuable community help available throughout the town.





		

		The meeting concluded at 9.04pm











 





Chair








