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Mossley Town Council

Agenda


	
	To: Members of Mossley Town Council.


	
	YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the Mossley Town Council to be held at Mossley Methodist Church on Wednesday 6 December 2023 at 8.00pm at which the following business will be transacted.


	Summons


	1
	Apologies for Absence


	2
	Declarations of Interest

Members and Officers are invited to declare any interests they may have in any of the items included on the agenda for this meeting.


	3
	Public Engagement

Members of the public are invited to address the meeting. 

Any member of the public wishing to do so should notify the Clerk by 5pm on Tuesday 5 December 2023

(Note: The Council has allocated a period of up to 30 minutes for public engagement items.)

Police update

The Police have been invited to attend the meeting to deliver an update on Policing matters in the Town.


	4
	Applications for Financial Assistance

Mossley ‘Time of Your Life Club (£300)

To consider an application from Mossley ‘Time of Your Life Club’ for a grant to assist with local advertising aimed at increasing membership of the Club.

Anthony Bridge, the Chair of the Club will attend the meeting to respond to any questions from members.



	5
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 18 October 2023 (Enclosed)



	6
	Financial Update to 30 November 2023

Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)



	7
	Town (Parish) Election Costs – May 2023
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)


[bookmark: _MON_1762768284]

	8
	Salary of the Clerk
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)



	9
	Draft Budget 2024/25
Report of the Clerk (Enclosed)




	10
	Mossley Town Council Public Clock

Clerk to report


	11
	Christmas 2023 Events in Mossley

Chair to report




	12
	Community Christmas Tree Festival – Sponsorship
To note urgent action taken under Standing Order 10 to sponsor a Christmas Tree as part of a seasonal community event and to promote the Town Council at a cost of £25.00.

Decision record attached.



	13
	Request for a Right Turn Filter Lane at Stamford Rd
This item has been included on the agenda at the request of Councillor Bev Bennett.
Councillor Bennet to report.


	14
	Tree Planting Initiative
This item has been included on the agenda at the request of Councillor Dean Aylett.
Councillor Aylett to report.


	15
	Planning Issues

To consider the following planning issues relevant to the town:


	(i)
	Non-material amendment to planning application 23/00560/FUL. Amendment to include re-location of doorway and window at Rock House 229 Stockport Road Mossley (23/01024/MATCH)


	(ii)
	Proposed single storey front, side and rear wrap around extension at 52 Lower Hey Lane Mossley (23/00973/FUL)


	(iii)
	Development of 36 one-bedroom affordable apartments, with associated parking, landscaping, and works necessary to facilitate the development at land off Egmont Street Mossley (23/00921/FUL)


	(iv)
	Proposed single storey rear extension at 8 Earnshaw Clough Mossley (23/00922/FUL)


	(v)
	Proposed dropped kerb to existing car park space at 233 Stockport Road Mossley (23/00892/FUL)


	(vi)
	Change of use from outbuilding to coffee take-away at Colliers Barn Broadcarr Lane (23/01022/FUL)


	(vii)
	Proposed re-rendering of gable at 1 Hillside Farm Quickedge Road Mossley (23/01020/LBC)


	(viii)
	Lawful Development Certificate (Existing Use) to allow for MOT testing, ancillary to the main Class B2 (General Industry) use Mossley Car Care LTD Unit 1D&E The Glover Centre Egmont Street Mossley23/00994/CLUD


	
	(Note: Plans and further information may be viewed on the Tameside MBC website via the following link:

https://publicaccess.tameside.gov.uk/online-applications/


	16
	Chair’s Report

Councillor Frank Travis to report.


	17
	Updates and Reports from Town Team and Other Agencies


	18
	Correspondence


	19
	Applications for Financial Assistance

Mossley ‘Time of Your Life Club (£300)

To consider the application from Mossley ‘Time of Your Life Club’ for a grant to assist with local advertising aimed at increasing membership of the Club.


	
	Mike Iveson
Clerk to the Council
12 Netherlees
Lees
OL4 5BA

Tel: 07809 690890                                                                29 November 2023
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		18 October 2023 at 8.00pm



		

		



		

		Present:



Councillor Frank Travis (Chair) (In the Chair); Councillors Hamza Aslam, Dean Aylett, Amelia Bayliss, Bev Bennett, Stephen Homer, Idu Miah and Mary Mitchell.





		

		8 members of the public were present at the meeting.





		2460

		Apologies for Absence



An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Pat Mullin.





		2461

		Declarations of Interest



Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests they had in any of the items on the agenda for the meeting.



No declarations were made.





		2462

		Public Engagement



Mossley ‘Litterbugs’ – Request to fund the cost of Plastic Sacks



Sally Hamer invited the Town Council to consider funding the cost of an additional supply of plastic refuse sacks for use by Mossley ‘Litterbugs’ in keeping the town free of litter.



The plastic sacks would be sourced from a previously used supplier at a cost of £77.94 for 1000 bags plus delivery of £15.60 making a total cost of £93.54.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the purchase of 1000 refuse sacks for use by Mossley Litterbugs at a cost of £93.74 be approved and that the cost be met from the Environment Budget. 



		

		Police

The Clerk advised members that the Police were unable to be represented at the meeting but that Sgt, Ben Marsden had delivered an update on recent Policing activity in the town.


Two drug warrants had been executed at 2 addresses in ‘Top’ Mossley. Four adults had been arrested for drug offences. Specialist Police Operations had been used.



One suspect was currently remanded until his next hearing. The other 3 offenders would be dealt with in due course.

Credit was due to PCs Wild and Davies for their meticulous planning that went into the strike day and the subsequent work in pursuing prosecutions. 

Once again, the Police encouraged the community to report all crime, anti-social behaviour and any intelligence information via ‘Crime Stoppers’. 


The week was the national week of action supporting businesses and retail premises. The Mossley PCSO'S were visiting the retail premises through the week, setting up a prevention stall inside the Co Op. PC Wild was also looking to take positive and ongoing action against potential shoplifters targeting the Co Op store.

With the advent of darker evenings additional patrols were taking place in the east of the area which included Mossley, to combat anti-social behaviour.

Councillor Stephen Homer had been provided with an update regarding the potential ASB surrounding a homeless encampment.



Members expressed satisfaction at the current working relationship the Town Council had with the local Police.



In considering the wider issue of policing in the town, members referred to the discussion at a previous meeting about the use of accommodation at the Fire Station which had been made available to the Police, but which was not used. 



Whilst the Police representative at the meeting had outlined the reasons for this, the Town Council found it difficult to accept that for the Mossley policing community to be based at Ashton with valued police time being used in transporting officers from Ashton to Mossley at the beginning and end of shifts could not be an efficient use of a scarce resource. Particularly so when there was accommodation in Mossley readily available at the Fire Station.



The Town Council accepted that this may be an issue beyond the area of responsibility of the local Police officers and suggested that the issue be escalated. 




		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That Sgt Marsden be thanked for providing this update.





		

		

		(2)

		That the Clerk be requested to write to the local Police asking that the issue of accommodation in Mossley by the local Police be considered further at the highest level.









		2463

		Applications for Financial Assistance

Mossley Time of Your Life Club

The Clerk informed members that the Chair of Mossley Time of Your Life Club had requested that the application be deferred to the next meeting to facilitate attendance to respond to questions. 





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the application for financial assistance received from Mossley Time of Your Life Club be deferred to the next meeting.





		2464

		Co-option to Vacancy in the Lancashire Ward

The Town Council considered the co-option of a member to fill the vacancy in the Lancashire Ward following the resignation of a former Councillor.



The Clerk advised members that expressions of interest had been received from two candidates. 



Members had been provided with details of the applicants and their submissions.



Prior to the meeting, members and candidates had been provided with detailed arrangements of how the co-option procedure would be conducted.



Members suggested that a confidential ballot should take place in the co-option process.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the provisions of Standing Order 8.1 (Voting), be waived to enable a confidential ballot to take place in the co-option process.





		

		The following applicants were then given the opportunity to make a brief presentation prior to members holding an election to fill the vacancies:



Beverley (Bev) Bennett

Martin Stimson



Members then put questions to the candidates and this was followed by a discussion amongst members about the suitability of the candidates for the role.



The confidential ballot then took place.



After counting the ballots cast by members, the Clerk confirmed that Beverley (Bev) Bennett had received an absolute majority of votes cast.



It was then:





		

		RESOLVED:

		That Beverley (Bev) Bennett be co-opted to the vacancy in the Lancashire Ward until the next Parish Elections take place in 2027.





		2465

		Minutes of the Meeting of the Council on Wednesday 6 September 2023

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 6 September 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.





		2466

		Financial Update to 30 September 2023

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) showing the financial position as at 30 September 2023 and listing all bills paid since the last meeting as follows:





		

		Mossley Methodist Church

		£40.00



		

		PKF Littlejohn

		£378.00



		

		PAYE (August)

		£116.60



		

		ZOOM 

		£15.59



		

		M Iveson (Salary and exp. Sept)

		£470.92



		

		Microsoft 365

		£79.99



		

		Total:

		£1101.10



		

		The schedule showed actual expenditure against budget provision for the entire year.



The accounts from Tameside MBC for the May 2023 elections and the ‘earmarked’ skatepark project, were awaited.



The Elections Manager was still working on the election costs but had indicated that the increase on previous years may be substantial. The Clerk had asked to ensure that a full breakdown was provided.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the report be noted.





		2467

		Mossley Town Council Public Clock

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated), inviting the Town Council to consider action to repair the Mossley Town Council Clock located at the Pennine Medical Centre.



The report included the estimates for repair and future maintenance of the clock provided by William Potts and Sons, the original provider of the clock.



		

		RESOLVED:

		That in view of the scale of the estimated costs involved in repairing the clock, the Clerk be requested to seek additional estimates for consideration by members.

 



		2468

		Partnership Working – ‘Moving Forward Together’ (See minute 2449 of 6 September 2023)

The Chair updated members on further discussions which had taken place with the Managing Director of Comtec regarding the partnership working initiative which had been approved in principle at the last meeting of the Town Council.





		2469

		Christmas 2023 Events in Mossley

The Chair updated members on arrangements in hand for the Christmas 2023 events in Micklehurst and Mossley. 





		2470

		Remembrance Sunday – 12 November 2023



The Clerk updated members on arrangements made for the Mossley Remembrance Sunday event on 12 November 2023 which included:



· The provision of a Maroon by Pyro Cartel (£200)

· Rev. Robert Balfour from Mossley Methodist Church had agreed to officiate

· Qualified first aider, Andrew Stone had agreed to be in attendance.



Stewarding arrangements were still under consideration, but it was anticipated that those who act at the Band Contest would be in attendance.



The Chair reported further on the initiative discussed at the last meeting, involving young people in the town downloading a ‘Tommy’ related image for subsequent colouring and window display which would provide a significant display throughout the town. 



The Chair added that the initiative would involve some printing costs.



The Chair reported also on an initiative proposed by Matt Bennett to provide a montage based on newspapers published during World War 2.



(Note: the initiative proposed by Matt Bennett was subsequently postponed to 2024)





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That the report be noted.





		

		

		(2)

		That any necessary expenditure on printing costs for the ‘Tommy’ display be authorised.







		2471

		Neighbourhood Plan - Update

The Chair and Councillor Amelia Bayliss updated members on helpful and positive discussions which had taken place with officers at Tameside MBC regarding arrangements to progress the formulation of the Mossley Neighbourhood Plan.



It was acknowledged that preparations had not yet progressed as had been hoped but that arrangements would now gear up.





		2472

		Mossley Walking and Cycling Strategy 

‘Step into Autumn’ and GM Walking Festival 2024



Councillor Amelia Bayliss updated members on the ‘Step into Autumn’ initiative involving Mossley Council and Emmaus Mossley supporting Mossley Food Bank by encouraging local people to walk for 30 minutes every day in October and collecting a £1 for each walk to be paid at the end of the month to Mossley Food Bank. 



Councillor Bayliss added that arrangements had been made for Transport for Greater Manchester Active Travel Mission to attend a meeting for those involved in the GM Walking Festival in 2024 at which arrangements for the 2024 event would be discussed. The meeting would be held at 5.30pm on Monday 23 October 2023 at The Vale. 





		2473

		Planning Issues

The Council considered the following planning applications:





		

		(i)

		Proposed single storey extension to front elevation to extend lounge at 5 Shire Croft Mossley (23/00852/FUL)





		

		(ii)

		New male and female toilet block and new detached disabled toilet and viewing facilities at Seel Park Football Ground Market Street Mossley (23/00828/FUL)





		

		(iii)

		Single storey rear extension at 40 Shire Croft Mossley (23/00807/CPUD)





		

		(iv)

		New first floor window positions to the front elevation at 29 King Street Mossley (23/00729/FUL)





		

		(v)

		Tree works at Abney Congregational Church (Micklehurst Branch) Huddersfield Road Mossley (23/00085/TPO)





		

		RESOLVED:

		(1)

		That in respect of the following applications:

 

New male and female toilet block and new detached disabled toilet and viewing facilities at Seel Park Football Ground Market Street Mossley (23/00828/FUL)



The Town Council fully supports this application on the grounds that the proposal will improve much needed facilities at the club which is a landmark facility and recreational amenity for the many supporters of the club residing in and beyond the town;



Tree works at Abney Congregational Church (Micklehurst Branch) Huddersfield Road Mossley (23/00085/TPO) 



The Town Council fully supports this application on the grounds that the proposal will result in judicious works to improve the site which will enhance the visual amenity of the immediate locality.





		

		

		(2)

		That remaining applications be noted.



		2474

		Chair’s Report

No additional items were reported.





		2475

		Updates and reports from Town Team and Other Agencies

Members were advised that a Christmas Market would take place at the methodist church on Saturday 4 November 2023.





		2478

		Correspondence

Apsley Side Public Footpath



The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from a resident expressing concern at the condition of the public footpath at Apsley Side. The resident had raised the issue with Tameside MBC but no action had been taken,



The issue had been raised with the Greenspace Development Manager at Tameside MBC who had agreed to look into the issue in due course and report further.



(Since the meeting, a response from the Greenspace Development Manager had indicated that whilst the path is not on Council owned land, it is a right of way and the local authority will arrange for the vegetation to be cut back on the winter programme. Apparently this has been actioned in the past on occasion but the local authority does not have the resources to include it on a regular programme.)



Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document: A Joint Development Plan Document for 9 Greater Manchester Local Authorities (Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan) – Proposed Modifications Consultation

The Clerk reported the receipt of correspondence from the Greater Manchester Combined Authority setting out the current position on the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan.



Members noted the correspondence.

Mill Street Car Park, Mossley

A member drew attention to the current situation following the re-installation of the car parking charging station at the Mill Street Car Park.



A minimum parking charge of £2.00 had been introduced resulting in vociferous concern being expressed from both the local business and resident communities.



The Town Council fully acknowledged that charges to use the car park were necessary to avoid all day parking, but the £2.00 minimum charge was considered excessive in this location. 



The business community was concerned that the charge would dissuade residents from visiting local shops and amenities in the area which are often brief in nature. There was evidence to suggest that local trade had markedly diminished since the charge has been introduced. It was unlikely that local residents would pay £2.00 to park when visiting local shops (e.g., the post office, an amenity valued by the community) for a brief period and will take their business elsewhere.



Alternatively, the charge will exacerbate on-street parking in adjacent areas resulting in further congestion and loss of amenity to those residents affected.



The Town Council understood the Tameside MBC policy for parking in Ashton Town Centre and local shopping centres and the need to generate income but holds the strong view that Mossley ought not to be compared to those centres.



A solution to the current local opinion expressed by members following the introduction of the £2.00 charge would be to make the first half hour free of charge. This would recognise the comments of those residents wishing to visit local shops and amenities for a brief period which it is suggested are the main users of the car park. The introduction of the half hour allowance would also harmonise with the existing waiting restriction on the Manchester Road lay-by.



Members accepted that the introduction of the suggestion would need enforcement by Tameside MBC but that was already in place as witnessed by the significant number of fixed penalty notices issued and which have been waived following intervention by local Councillors.





		

		RESOLVED:

		That the Clerk be requested to convey the views of the Town Council to relevant officers at Tameside MBC with a request that a response is received for the next Town Council meeting.









		2479

		Application for Financial Assistance



This item had been dealt with earlier during the meeting.





		

		The meeting closed at 10.20pm.











Chair




image4.emf
04%20Financial%20U pdate%2030%20Nov%202023.xlsx


04%20Financial%20Update%2030%20Nov%202023.xlsx
Financial Update at 30 Nov 2023

		Mossley Town Council

		Financial Update to 30 November 2023

				Budget 2023/24		Actual Income/ Expenditure to 30 Nov. 2023

		Income



		Balance brought forward as at 1/04/23		£62,184.05		£62,184.05

		Precept		£16,000.00		£16,000.00

		VAT Refund		£3,626.00		£3,628.44

		Interest Received		£0.00		£0.00

		FOES returned grant		£0.00		£1,000.00

		Sponsorship		£0.00		£0.00

		Invoice overpaid returned		£0.00		£378.00

				£81,810.05		£83,190.49

		Balance b/f at bank at 30/11/23 - £64084.17 (Statement 300)



		Expenditure

		Running Costs

		Salaries		£6,155.00		£3,730.24

		PAYE/NI		£1,538.00		£932.20

		Printing/Stationery/Postage/tel. and photocopying		£150.00		£71.78

		Earmarked' Projects *		£6,400.00		£0.00

		VAT Input Tax		£3,626.00		£1,637.93

		Audit Fees		£570.00		£985.00

		Meeting Room Hire (Methodist Hall and Zoom)		£780.00		£383.92

		S137 Remembrance Sunday		£360.00		£441.00

		Insurance		£750.00		£751.08

		Web Site & Publicity/Newsletter		£400.00		£566.45

		ICO		£35.00		£0.00

		Contingency/Sundries/bank Charges		£300.00		£139.00

		Election Costs		£10,000.00		£0.00

		Office equipment		£80.00		£0.00





		sub total		£31,144.00		£9,638.60



		Policy Options

		Section 137

		Expenditure  (General)		£2,000.00		£0.00

		    S137 Grants - Small		£2,400.00		£700.00

		    S 137 Grants - Large		£2,000.00		£1,000.00

		Christmas Lights		£7,000.00		£7,564.77

		New Initiatives

		Environmental		£1,000.00		£202.95

		Community Action		£10,000.00		£0.00

		Egmont St Proposal 		£10,000.00		£0.00

		Neighbourhood Plan		£5,000.00		£0.00

		Unallocated		£5,766.00		£0.00

		       Creative Space Funding (min 2371 Apr '23)		£500.00		£0.00

		       Partnership Wkg (min 2430 July 23)		£5,000.00		£0.00



		sub total		£50,666.00		£9,467.72



		Total Expenditure		£81,810.00		£19,106.32



		* - GLH Cabinets (£1400); Mossley Skatepark Project (£5000)

		First instalment of 2023/24 precept paid on 31/03/23

		Business Select Account as at 31 March 2023 		£10,037.66		£10,154.56







Invoices paid-1 Oct - 30 Nov 23

		Mossley Town Council



		Invoices paid between 1 October  and 30 November 2023

		New Start Education		£480.00

		PKF Littlejohn		£378.00

		PAYE (September)		£116.40

		ZOOM		£15.59

		M Iveson (Salary and expenses October)		£474.92

		Pyro Cartel		£199.00

		Mossley Methodist Church		£40.00

		Just Bin Bags		£93.54

		Comtec		£2,994.00

		Comtec		£445.20

		Rachel Summerscales		£50.00

		The Vale (defibrillator)		£250.00

		Royal British Legion (Wreath)		£25.00

		Zoom		£15.59

		PAYE (Oct)		£116.60

		M Iveson (Salary and Exp. Nov 23)		£475.72

		About Tameside		£380.00

		Comtec (Eq and tech support)		£625.20

		Comtec (Remainder of fee)		£2,994.00

		Shaw Toilet Hire		£588.00

		Frank Travis (Leaflt reimb. For Rem Sun)		£217.00

		Frank Travis (Reimb Xmas Lights sundries)		£362.77

				£11,336.53
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 6 December 2023





		Town (Parish) Election Costs – May 2023





		Report of the Clerk







		1

		Purpose of report



This report advises the Town Council of the cost of the May 2023 elections provided by Tameside MBC.



The report invites members to consider and put in place financial arrangements to meet the cost of future elections in 2027.





		2

		Report





		

		2023 Election





		2.1

		All-out Parish Elections take place every 4 years. The last elections took place on 5 May 2023 and the next elections will take place in May 2027



Members are aware that the Chief Executive of Tameside MBC is the Returning Officer for the Parish and the Returning Officer is responsible for organising the Parish Elections.



The cost of the Parish Elections is recharged to the Town Council.





		2.2

		It has been the convention that the anticipated cost of the election is accrued over the four-year period between elections thus avoiding the need to use a very substantial part of the Town Council’s budget in an election year.



Since the last elections in 2019, the Town Council has allocated £2000 each year resulting in £8000 being available to meet the cost of the 2023 elections.



The amount of £10000 included in the current year’s budget is made up of £8000 accrued over the last 4 years and £2000 being the first installment for the 2027 elections.

 



		2.3

		Tameside MBC have now provided their costs for the Parish Elections in 2023, and at the specific request of the Clerk, Tameside MBC has provided a detailed breakdown of their costs.



The list of costs provided by Tameside MBC is attached.





		2.4

		Members will observe that the cost (£8750) is £750 above the amount currently allocated in the Town Council’s budget.



It is noticeable that the cost is attributable to only the Chesire and Lancashire Wards. The Yorkshire ward was uncontested.



Had the Yorkshire Ward been contested, the costs would have been considerably higher and in the region of £12000..

 



		2.5

		The Town Council is invited to consider from which budget heading the additional £750 can be met.



There is currently an amount of £5766 remaining in the unallocated budget and members may wish to meet the additional cost from that budget heading.





		

		2027 Election and Budget Considerations





		2.6

		It is clear that the convention to allocate £2000 each year to meet the cost of elections is insufficient to meet future election costs.



In the current year’s budget (2023/24) an amount of £2000 has been allocated towards the cost of the 2027 election.



Bearing in mind the cost of the 2023 elections amounting to almost £9000 for 2 contested wards, it is realistic to consider that the cost of the 2027 elections may be in excess of £12000 if all three wards are contested.





		2.7

		There is currently £2000 accrued towards the cost of the 2027 elections.



The Town Council needs to consider increasing the sum accrued annually in next and future budgets to meet election costs in 2027.



In order to meet the anticipated cost of £12000 in 2027, the Town Council may wish to consider allocating £3400 in the next three years’ budgets which would result in a total of £12200 being accrued to meet the cost of the 2027 elections.





		3

		Recommendation





		

		Members are requested to:



· Note the information included in the report;

· Indicate from which budget heading the additional £750 towards the cost of the 2023 elections is to be met, and subject to that, to authorise the Clerk to settle the account with Tameside MBC; and

· To consider future budget provision for the 2027 election.





		

		Mike Iveson

Clerk to the Council
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Mike Iveson

Parish Clerk

12 Nether Lees

Lees

Oldham

OL4 5BA









		













		Sandra Stewart

Returning Officer

Tameside One

Market Place

Ashton-under-Lyne

OL6 6BH



www.tameside.gov.uk

elections@tameside.gov.uk



Ask for:      Susan Gregson

Tel:            0161 342 3768

Date:         As Post Marked











Costs incurred by Mossley Parish Council for the elections held on 5 May 2023



2 contested wards



		Cheshire

		Lancashire



		4 Vacant seats

5 valid nominations

4419 Electors

1116 Postal Voters



		3 Vacant seats

4 valid nominations

2461 Electors

478 Postal Voters







A total of 5 polling stations over 3 locations used for the Parish 



		Nominations Costs / ballot paper set up/ proofing & checking

		

		

		£200



		Poll card set up/ additional area charge

		£12.30 plus £150 for additional area provision

		

		£162.30



		Poll Card printing and delivery

		TMBC will cover this cost this time

		6880

		£2833.10



		Ballot Paper Printing

		

		

		£547.46



		Postal Votes Issuing

		 

		

		£2,877.83



		Postal Vote Postage (back to us, including license cost)

		Licence fee plus postage for returned Postal votes

		

		£751.78



		Postal Vote Opening Staff Costs

		Staff costs based on percentage returned

		

		£231.69



		Hire of Polling Stations

		

		3

		£1082.50



		Delivery of Polling Booths and other logistics

		

		 

		£148.48



		Presiding Officer Fees (5 

		

		2.5

		£300.00



		Poll Clerk Fees 10

		

		5

		£625



		Returning Officer and Deputy Returning Officer Costs

		

		 

		£150.00



		Cost of Training Polling Station and Count Staff

		

		 

		£150.00



		Counting Staff  & Supervisor

		

		 

		£1100.00



		Grass Skirts for the count

		

		

		£75.35



		Count Venue (will charge just for 1 twentieth of furniture hire this time)

		

		

		£348.10



		TOTAL

		

(£5,616.08 LAST TIME)



		 

		£8750









	

Yours sincerely

[image: ]

Electoral Manager

Democratic Services

For and behalf of the Returning Officer
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 6 December 2023





		Salary of the Clerk





		Report of the Clerk







		1

		Purpose of report





		

		To advise the Council about the pay settlement for Local Government staff and the settlement so far as the salary of the Clerk to the Council is concerned.





		2

		Report



The National Joint Council (NJC) for local government services has agreed the new rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2023. The settlement involves:



· With effect from 1 April 2023, an increase of £1925 (pro rata for part-time employees) to be paid as a consolidated, permanent addition to all NJC pay points 2 to 43 inclusive

· With effect from 1 April 2023, an increase of 3.88% on all pay points above the maximum of the spine (points 44 and above).



The Clerk’s contract of employment provides that:



“The National Agreement on Pay and Conditions of Service of the National Joint Council (“the NJC”) for Local Government Services (“the Green Book”) applies to your employment save as amended by this contract.”



Members are aware that the Clerk to the Council is employed for ten hours per week.



The spot salary of the Clerk is based pro rata on Spinal Column Point (SCP) 15 which has increased from £25,878 p.a. to £27,803.



This is an hourly rate increase of £1 per hour from £13.45 to £14.45. 



The backdated pay will be paid and the revised salary implemented in the Clerk’s December 2023 salary.





		3

		Recommendation





		

		The Council is requested to note the increase in the salary of the Clerk as detailed above and backdated with effect from1 April 2023 and endorse the action of the Clerk.





		

		Mike Iveson

Clerk to the Council
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		MOSSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

		Meeting: 6 December 2023





		Draft Budget 2024/25





		Report of the Clerk







		1

		Purpose of report



This report invites the Town Council to give initial consideration to the Budget for 2024/25 and subsequent years.





		2

		Report



Over recent years, the Town Council has determined a budget for a three-year period rather than a single year as had been the past case.



The Clerk has prepared a first draft Budget for members to give initial consideration.



Understandably, at this stage in the financial year, it is difficult for final estimates of expenditure to be fully accurate, but the projected figures give the Council an approximation.



Some observations on the current year’s budget are set out below:



· The salary increase in 2023/24 of £1925 (7.44%) was lower than anticipated

· The earmarked expenditure of £5000 on the skatepark has still not been requested although the initiative is still live. Members may wish to review the committed expenditure of £1400 earmarked on cabinets at GLH

· At this stage it is difficult to predict the expenditure on VAT because this is dependent on expenditure not yet incurred

· Audit fees for both the internal and external audits have increased. The budget for this shows an overspend because an account was paid twice but was subsequently refunded. The refund is shown as income

· Website costs increased due to the purchase of member email addresses.

· Election costs are the subject of a report on the agenda

· The assumption has been made at this stage in the financial year that all expenditure on the policy options listed will be fully utilised. That is probably unlikely to be the case in which case, unspent resources will either be rolled forward (e.g. Neighbourhood Plan) or included within the unallocated resource dependent upon the instructions of members.

· The Christmas lights budget is overspent this year and the Town Council has acknowledged that might be the case in previous discussions



Members have been advised over recent years that the budget is unsustainable with the current level of precept (£32000). Underspends over recent years have permitted the Town Council to set budgets which exceed income.   



With regard to future years, the Clerk has completed the budget so far as running costs and committed expenditure is concerned.



Allocations on some policy options have been included in the draft budget at the levels set in previous years. They are however for the Town Council to determine.



Members may wish to give indications on budget allocations for the policy options listed and any additional options they would like to add or delete.



The Town Council will be required to set the level of Precept at the January 2024 meeting so that it can be fed into the Budget setting calculation at Tameside MBC.





		3

		Recommendation



Members are requested to consider the budget in the light of the information included in the report.





		

		



		

		Mike Iveson

Clerk to the Council
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Draft Budget 2023 241

		Mossley Town Council

		Budget 2024/2025 (First draft Dec. 2023)

				Budget 2023/24		Actual exp. To 30 Nov. 2023		Estimated Outturn 31 March 2024		Draft Budget 2024/25		Draft Budget 2025/26



		Expenditure

		Running Costs

		Salaries		£6,155.00		£3,730.24		£6,011.00		£6,600.00		£6,600.00

		PAYE/NI		£1,538.00		£932.20		£1,502.00		£1,630.00		£1,630.00

		Printing/Stationery/Postage/tel. and photocopying		£150.00		£71.78		£150.00		£150.00		£150.00

		Earmarked' Projects *		£6,400.00		£0.00		£6,400.00		£0.00		£0.00

		VAT Input Tax		£3,626.00		£1,637.93				£1,000.00		£1,000.00

		Audit Fees		£570.00		£985.00		£985.00		£700.00		£700.00

		Meeting Room Hire (Methodist Hall and Zoom)		£780.00		£383.92		£780.00		£780.00		£780.00

		S137 Remembrance Sunday		£360.00		£441.00		£224.00		£360.00		£360.00

		Insurance		£750.00		£751.08		£751.00		£750.00		£750.00

		Web Site & Publicity/Newsletter		£400.00		£566.45		£570.00		£570.00		£570.00

		ICO		£35.00		£0.00		£35.00		£35.00		£35.00

		Contingency/Sundries/bank Charges		£300.00		£139.00		£300.00		£300.00		£300.00

		Election Costs		£10,000.00		£0.00		£10,750.00		£5,400.00		£8,800.00

		Office equipment		£80.00		£0.00		£80.00		£80.00		£80.00





		sub total		£31,144.00		£9,638.60		£28,538.00		£18,355.00		£21,755.00



		Policy Options

		Section 137

		Expenditure  (General)		£2,000.00		£0.00		£2,000.00

		    S137 Grants - Small		£2,400.00		£700.00		£2,400.00

		    S 137 Grants - Large		£2,000.00		£1,000.00		£2,000.00

		Christmas Lights		£7,000.00		£7,564.77

		New Initiatives

		Environmental		£1,000.00		£202.95		£1,000.00		£1,000.00

		Community Action		£10,000.00		£0.00		£10,000.00		£10,000.00

		Egmont St Proposal 		£10,000.00		£0.00		£10,000.00

		Neighbourhood Plan		£5,000.00		£0.00		£5,000.00

		Creative Space Funding (min 2371 Apr 2023)		£500.00		£0.00		£500.00

		Partnership Working (Min 2430 July 2023)		£5,000.00		£0.00		£5,000.00

		Unallocated		£5,766.00		£0.00		£5,766.00



		sub total		£50,666.00		£9,467.72		£43,666.00		£11,000.00



		Total Expenditure		£81,810.00		£19,106.32		£72,204.00		£29,355.00



		Income

		Balance brought forward as at 1/04/22		£62,184.05		£62,184.05		£62,184.05

		Precept		£16,000.00		£16,000.00		£16,000.00		£32,000.00		£32,000.00

		VAT Refund		£3,626.00		£3,628.44		£3,628.44		£1,000.00		£1,000.00

		Interest Received		£0.00						£10.00		£10.00

		Donations / Other		£0.00		£1,378.00		£1,378.00		£0.00		£0.00

		Sponsorship		£0.00



				£81,810.05		£83,190.49		£83,190.49		£33,010.00		£21,755.00



		Audit Commission advice is that 25 - 50% of turnover should be held in reserve



		Business Select Instant Access Account Closing statement as at 30 November 2023 - £10154.56



		* - GLH Cabinets (£1400); Mossley Skatepark Project (£5000);  
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Mossley Town Council

Decision Record Notice

		Ref. No: 



04

		Subject: 



Community Christmas Tree Festival – Sponsorship





		Report:



St John’s Church in Mossley has invited the Town Council to sponsor a Christmas Tree as part of a seasonal community event and to promote the Town Council

.

St John`s Church and Mossley Community Centre will be lit with an avenue of Christmas trees to celebrate the festive season and bring the community together.



This will take place on 8th/ 9th and 10th December2023. 



Local businesses and the Town Council have been invited to sponsor a tree which will be decorated by a local community group/ charity/ school.



The cost of sponsoring a tree is £25.   If the Town Council wishes to decorate and keep the tree after the event, the cost is £40.



The cost will be allocated to the ‘Christmas Lights’ budget heading.





		Decision recommended:

To sponsor a tree at a cost of £25.00





		Date circulated:

8 November 2023

		Comment deadline:

N/A





		Comments received:



2 members have supported the initiative with one member offering to decorate the tree and obtain a ‘Mossley Town Council’ bauble to display on the tree.





		Date discussed with Chair:

21 November 2023





		Final decision:



To sponsor a tree at a cost of £25.00







		Date final decision circulated to members:



29 November 2023





		Date implemented by Clerk:



21 November 2023







		Comments:



The decision was taken on grounds of urgency because a decision was required prior to the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council on 6 December 2023.
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